P. argentipes was originally described by Annandale and Brunetti in 1908. It was redescribed by Annandale in 1910 and by Sinton in 1924. It owes its name to the presence of well marked silverv-white tarsi in both the sexes.
P. argentipes was originally described by Annandale and Brunetti in 1908. It was redescribed by Annandale in 1910 and by Sinton in 1924 . It owes its name to the presence of well marked silverv-white tarsi in both the sexes.
The relationship between the recorded distribution of this species and that of kala-azar has been described by Sinton (1924a Sinton ( , 1925b and the possibility of this insect acting as a carrier of this disease has been discussed by him (f925b). Mitra and Roy (1951) have noted a high prevalence of this species in Poona all round the year. In a recent sand-fly survey (Mitra, 1952) this species was observed to have a similar prevalence on the eastern and western slopes and the peaks of the Western Ghats.
In the course of the sand-fly survey of Poona the writers came across specimens of P. argentipes in which the tarsi were not silvery-white but were strikingly dark in the preserved as well as fresh specimens, the tarsi were examined under different Shades of natural and artificial light. On dissection of the sand-flies it was noted that the . structure of their pharyngeal armature was different from that seen in P-argentipes Ann. and Brun. Further, the distal end of the carrot shaped spermatheca of these specimens was found to be narrower than those of P. argentipes.
These observations led them to investigate whether the aforementioned variations were just sporadic aberrations in the morphology of i P-argentipes found in Poona or external manifestations of fundamental variations in the structures of ectodermal origin of these insects. From the aforementioned description it would be seen that these specimens differ in naked eye appearance from the "type P. argentipes (Sinton, 1925 Fig. 1 ) is similar to the illustrations of this structure of the type species given by Sinton (Plate XXVI Fig. 2 
